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AMERICAN LIBRART ASSOCIATION BULLETIN 



THE BRETTON WOODS CONFERENCE 

When the Executive board began corre- 
spondence with local and library authori- 
ties in Louisville, looking toward specific 
arrangements for the 1909 conference, it 
soon became apparent that it would be im- 
possible to get any concessions in hotel 
rates or even a guarantee of accommoda- 
tions at any hotel which the local commit- 
tee or the Association would be willing to 
consider, between May 1 and June 15, the 
only weeks in which weather conditions 
would favor a meeting in that part of the 
country. After conference between Mr 
Yust of the local committee and a majority 
of the members of the Executive board, it 
was agreed to send a representative from 
the Board to Louisville and have him go 
over the entire situation with the local 
committee. This resulted in a report to 
the Executive board that it would be un- 
wise to take the Association to Louisville 
at any time between the first of May and 
the middle of June under any possible ar- 
rangements for the hotel rates and accom- 
modations. This report was accepted by 
the Executive board. 

In considering another place for the 
meeting, it was felt that as there had been 
but one meeting east of Buffalo and north 
of the Potomac since 1903 and in the mean- 
time the Association has met twice on the 
Mississippi River, once on the Pacific 
Coast and once in the south, an eastern 
meeting seemed both proper and logical. 
The thirty-first annual conference of the 
American Library Association will there- 
fore be held at Bretton Woods, New Hamp- 
shire, in the White Mountains, during the 
week of June 28-July 5, 1909. Headquar- 
ters will be at the Mt Washington Hotel 
with the Mt Pleasant, under the same 
management, available if necessary, just 
across the narrow valley and within ten 
minutes walk. 

Nineteen years ago, in September 1890, 
the 12th conference was held at Fabyans 
within sight of our next and newly chosen 
meeting place. The attendance was 242, 
by far the largest meeting till then assem- 



bled and a number exceeded but once 
again (save for the World's Fair meeting 
at Chicago) till 1896, when the Cleveland 
meeting set a new record figure. This 
would seem to promise well for an unusu- 
ally large attendance in 1909, an expecta- 
tion which is further strengthened by the 
recollection that the only New England 
conferences since 1890, Magnolia 1902 and 
Narragansett Pier 1906, have been the two 
largest ever held with 1018 and 891 per- 
sons present. 

Not only is Bretton Woods In the very 
heart of the White Mountains, In the 
shadow of Mt Washington with surpassing 
attractions of its own, but the Travel com- 
mittee is already busy with post-confer- 
ence plans for a four or five days coaching 
trip through the mountains; for a repeti- 
tion of the wonderful Saguenay river ride 
of 1900 or (for those who wish to combine 
both sea and mountains in their A. L. A. 
outing) a few days at some pleasant Maine 
coast watering place. 

All possible additional particulars will 
be given in the March "Bulletin." 

NOTES AND NEWS 

Atlantic City meeting. The thirteenth 
annual meeting of the Pennsylvania li- 
brary club and the New Jersey library as- 
sociation will be held at the Hotel Chelsea, 
Atlantic City, New Jersey, on Friday and 
Saturday. March 19-20, 1909. Headquar- 
ters will be at the Hotel Chelsea, which 
is at the ocean end of South Morris Ave- 
nue. 

The sessions will all be held at this 
hotel. The first, on Friday, March 19, 8.30 
p. ni., will be held under the direction of 
the New Jersey library association; the 
second, on Saturday, March 20, 10.30 a. m., 
uuder the direction of the Pennsylvania 
library club, and the third, on the same 
day, 8.30 p. m., will be a general session. 

Railroad Rates 

New York or Newark to Atlantic City 
and return $5.00 



